A new stele base dedicated to the Storm God has been found at Haçgöz (Yeşilçat) village in the township of Siverek, Şanlıurfa. The base bears a Hittite hieroglyphic inscription on its rear side and this is the second hieroglyphic inscription of the Late Hittite Period found in Şanlıurfa province. It is generally accepted among the scholars that the Siverek region had an important place in the Late Hittite geography. It is thought that the decipherment of the inscription on this new find will contribute greatly to the geography of the period.
Haçgöz is a village in the district of Şekerli in the township of Siverek. Also see Kulakoğlu 2003: 3, Fig. 13. 7 Private interview with Asst. Prof. Dr. Cihat Kürkçüoğlu. 8 Kulakoğlu 2000: 3. Eyyüp Bucak, the director of Şanlıurfa Museum, during their surveys covering the 1st millennium BC of the region 9 .
The stele base to be introduced here was uncovered during foundation excavations to build a house about 30 meters northeast of the mound ( The carving on the base is separated from the ground with a platform of ca. 1 -1.5 cm in thickness. The better-preserved bull figure was carved in low-relief technique and its fore-limb joins the body outlined with a molding in the shape of a kidney. Its tail ends in a guilloche motif whereas its hind legs' muscles are outlined with a long groove along the rear side. The testicles are depicted almost round while the genital organ is given linearly. The hooves of the bull are depicted together with the proximal sesamoid bones 11 . The proximal sesamoid bones are in profile on the right side, but they are again depicted in profile on the front side of the base; however, all the other organs are given in frontal view on the front side of the base (Figure 2) . On the front side, there are four legs, clearly discernible, belonging to two bulls. One leg of each bull is given stepping forward. The hooves of the fore-limbs stepping forward are outlined clearly with a groove.
As mentioned above, the foremost eyecatching feature of the bull depiction is the muscle group joining the fore-leg to the body. Parallel examples are found at Gölpınar in Şanlıurfa 12 , Arslantaş 13 and Zincirli 14 . Based on the stylistic parallelism with these examples, it is possible to date the Haçgöz stele base to the Late Hittite II phase 15 .
Besides, the tail ending in guilloche is a feature unparalleled in the region, to the best of the author's knowledge. However, such guilloche motifs are found extensively in Anatolia and Mesopotamia and in the 1st millennium BC, they are generally seen along the upper or the lower borders of the orthostats. Among similar examples can be cited almost all the upper and lower border decorations from the Carchemish orthostats 16 , the lower border of a stele dedicated to the Storm God found at Till Barsib 17 , the lower border of a Lamassu 14 Orthmann 1971 : Taf. 58b, 60b, 60e, 62a, 62c. 15 Orthmann 1971 Kulakoğlu 1999: 169. 16 Orthmann 1971: Taf. 24a-d, 24f, 25d. 17 22 . This source shows us an alternative route starting from Diyarbakır, passing through Karacadağ, Haçgöz, Elmalı, Cullap/Edene and reaching Urfa. This route is 20-25 km shorter than the present Urfa-Siverek road and it is thought that it was in use during the Late Hittite Period as inferred from the presence of numerous mounds and several bridges dating to the Antiquity in the region 23 .
Haçgöz, Siverek town centre and Taşlı settlements, all close to each other and in Siverek township today, are likely to have been cities of the Izala (Izalla) Land 24 . It is known that the Izala Land paid taxes to Ashurnasirpal II during his 2nd and 10th campaigns, and it must be located between the present-day Siverek and Karacadağ regions as claimed by Liverani 25 . It is also known that there existed 8 settlements in the Izala Land and some of these sites are mentioned in the inscriptions 26 .
The Haçgöz stele base of the Storm God should be dated as of the second quarter of the 9th century BC in regards to the history of the region 27 . Such dating is also supported with the decorative style 28 . Besides, the hieroglyphic inscription on it, being the second one from the region after the other inscribed stele base from Külaflı Tepesi ca. 5 km north of Şanlıurfa, further supports this dating 29 . It is of great worth noting that these two inscriptions are the first non-Semitic ones from the region, other than the Semitic inscriptions from Anaz and Yaylak 30 . The present paper aims at only introducing this important find to the academic world. All the Late Hittite Period works and hieroglyphs found in Şanlıurfa region up to the present will be evaluated and published together in the near future. 27 
